NYU Alumni Group

GIL TRAVEL Tunis Program
Your Personal Link With The World MarCh 13 _ Ma_I’Ch 23’ 2010
Day 1 Departure from USA
Friday, March 12 Enroute
Day 2 Welcome to Tunis

Saturday, March 13

;“;_H Arrive in Tunis at 3:05PM via AF 2584 and transfer to your hotel in the coastal area
: of Tunis. Early evening rendezvous with the other tour participants and then off to
dinner in the historic heart of Tunis, providing you with a sense of the history and
architecture, which dates back to the 7" century. Overnight in Tunis. (D)

Day 3 Tunis
Sunday, March 14

Morning orientation of the capital, with your first stop being Carthage, the most
famous (though by no means the largest) of Tunisia's ruins. Seeing Carthage will
help one understand the strategic importance of Tunisia within the Mediterranean
region to the Phoenicians, the Romans and the numerous subsequent settlers who
wanted to rule this ancient land.

From Carthage, you drive to the US War Cemetery, where you will hear a brief
accounting of Tunisia and the battles that took place there during World War Il

for American troops. From Carthage, you drive to the Bardo Museum. Housed in a
former palace of the Ottoman Bey, the Bardo houses a world-class collection of
mosaics, along with many remains found in sites throughout Tunisia. It provides a
wonderful foundation for your days ahead.

Following the Bardo, you drive to the medina, the historic heart of Tunis. Sunday is
a quiet day in the medina, thus, your walking tour will provide an opportunity to
appreciate the many architectural aspects of the medina, where structures date to
the 7" century. There are some shops that are open, but the majority are closed. In
the afternoon, you return to your hotel, providing you with a very brief opportunity to
refresh yourself and change your clothes. Prior to sunset, you visit the charming
village of Sidi Bou Said. A picturesque town, whose architecture was inspired by its
many Andalusian settlers following their expulsion from Spain in the late fifteenth
century, Sidi Bou Said provides a pleasant place to stroll and enjoy the winding
alleyways and ocean views. Dinner tonight in a wonderful seaside venue.
Overnight in Tunis. (B,L,D)

Sidi Bou Said

Day 4 Northern TunisiaZBulla ReqgiaZAin Draham/Tabarka
Monday, March 15
28 This morning you depart Tunis for the northern portion of the country. Enroute, you
L &8 will have lunch in a private home the rural north, built by a Tunisian entrepreneur
whose successes are a testament to Tunisia’s economic opportunities. Following
lunch, taking scenic country roads, you eventually arrive to Bulla Regia, one of the
major Roman sites in Tunisia. Following your tour of Bulla Regia, you proceed into
the cork forests, where the topography and architecture of the region is unlike
il - anywhere else in Tunisia, surrounding the small town of Ain Draham. You continue
B o~ | ontothe coast where your base for the night will be the northwest town of Tabarka.
Bulla Regia Overnight in Tabarka. (B,L,D)



Day 5 DouggaZ/Hammamet
Tuesday, March 16

Today you continue touring the Roman heartland of Tunisia. Your morning drive
takes your through scenic country roads, eventually bringing you to your primary
site for today, Dougga. Covering some sixty acres, Dougga was known as the city
of temples and its existence is thought to date back to the 4th century B.C. From
Dougga, you drive east to the coast, with a lunch visit in a beautiful venue within the
Mejerda river valley for lunch in a private home and an opportunity to learn about
farming in this region. Following lunch, you continue on to the resort town of
Hammamet, with stops en route. Your hotel is an all-suite spa hotel with several
wonderful restaurants and a superb collection of Tunisia paintings. The remainder
of the afternoon is unstructured, providing you the opportunity for spa treatments
and to eat in any one of several, wonderful restaurants within the resort. Overnight
in Hammamet. (B, L, D)

Dougga

Day 6 Monastir/El Jem/Kairouan
Wednesday, March 17

This morning you depart Hammamet and head south, with a stop in Monastir, the
birthplace of Habib Bourguiba, Tunisia’s first president and leader of its
independence movement. Following your visit to Monastir, you drive to El Jem,
known in Roman times as Thysdrus and noted for its amphitheater, which is similar
to the coliseum of Rome and the largest, single structure in Roman Africa. You will
also visit the museum of El Jem, with its expansive collection of mosaics. From El
Jem, you drive approximately an hour to Sousse, your base for the evening. Your

: hotel is in a resort area called Kantoui, approximately ten minutes from central
Amphitheater EL Jem Sousse. This evening, we will have a guest speaker from the University of Sousse
to discuss foreign policy issues, after which, you will be independent for dinner.
There are numerous restaurant options within a short walk of your hotel, as well as dining options within your
hotel. Overnight in Sousse. (B, L)

Day 7 Kairouan/Sbeitla/Tozeur
Thursday, March 18

This morning you drive one hour west to Kairouan. During medieval times,
Kairouan rose to become an important center for trade and crafts, due to its
presence on the route of pilgrims going from Andalusia and other North African
points, en route to Mecca. Your morning visit will include Kairouan’s Great Mosque,
said to be the oldest mosque in Africa.

From Kairouan, you head southwest to Sheitla. Sbeitla is an impressive antiquity
site, known in Roman times as Sufetula. Among the ruins are Tunisia’s most
expansive collection of early Christian remains. From Sbeitla, you continue
southwest, through a rather undeveloped area of the country, where the topography leaves the green of the
northern half of Tunisia and enters the more barren tones of the south, eventually arriving to Tozeur by late
afternoon. Dinner tonight will be at your hotel. Overnight in Tozeur. (B,L,D)

Holocaust Memorial

Day 8 Tozeur and oases region

Friday, March 19

TR TN [T Morning visit via 4-wheel drive vehicles to the mountain oases of Tamerza and
& Chebika, with the exotic contrasts of barren hills juxtaposed with waterfalls and

palm groves. Afternoon return to Tozeur, where you will tour the oasis of Tozeur

and the historic part of Tozeur. The remainder of the afternoon is at your leisure to

explore more of Tozeur or enjoy the amenities of your hotel. Prior to dinner this

evening, there will be a tour of the Dar Cherait Museum, a privately owned museum

that specializes in urban life of Tunisia prior to the country’s independence. Dinner

and overnight in Tozeur. (B, D)

Chebika



Day 9 Chottel Jerid/Douz/Matmata
Saturday, March 20

This morning, you depart early for further exploration of Tunisia’s south. You travel
eastward via the Chott-el-Jerid, Tunisia’s salt lake and then stop in Douz, a small
town that appears to be plopped down amidst the dunes. Thursday morning is
“market day” in Douz, one of Tunisia’s most colorful market days. Traders come from
various areas of the south to trade wares of all types, including camels. You will also
have an opportunity to go on a brief camel ride within the dunes, if you wish. From
Douz, you continue east eventually arriving to the region of Matmata.

This region’s crater like topography is dotted with troglodyte dwellings. Its exotic
settings provided one of the film locations for the movie, Star Wars. You will have an
opportunity to explore some of these dwellings and the region, as well as have lunch
in a troglodyte restaurant. You depart in the late afternoon, heading east to the coast,
for the ferry crossing to the island of Jerba. You arrive at your deluxe, seaside hotel
around dinner time. Overnight in Jerba. (B,L,D)

Home in Matmata region

Day 10 Jerba
Sunday, March 21

Morning tour of the island (sometimes spelled: Djerba), which was a port of call to
the Phoenicians and a port where Ulysses and his men were detained on their
return from Troy. Jerba's island location has always provided its people a simple
and peaceful lifestyle, which continues today. You drive to the southern part of the
island to visit a privately owned ethnographic museum in the village of Guellela,
which focuses on Jerban lifestyle and traditions. From Guellela, you drive to central
Jerba to visit the Ghriba synagogue, a venerated synagogue which is located just
4" & outside the smaller of the island’s two Jewish communities, Hara Saghira. From the
Synagogue Tour Ghriba, you drive approximately three miles to Hara Kabira, the larger of the island’s
two, historically Jewish villages. We will be joined by a resident of this ancient
Jewish community who will share some of the background about their vibrant and youthful community. You then
go to Houmt Souk, the island’s main market town. ‘Here you will have a walking tour of the town, and some
leisure time to shop and have lunch. ‘There are many eating and shopping options, all of which are within an
easy walk and within a wonderful Mediterranean setting.

Your bus will return to your hotel where you can enjoy the amenities of the spa and other facilities at your hotel,
or you may choose to stay and shop in Houmt Souk, taking a taxi back to your hotel. Dinner and overnight in
Jerba. (B,D)

Day 11 Jerba/ZTunis
Sunday, March 22

You take a late morning flight back to Tunis, where upon arrival, you will be
transferred to your hotel in the heart of the city. The remainder of the day is
unstructured, providing you with the independence to enjoy Tunis as you choose.
You are a short walk from the medina and the commercial shopping district,
providing an opportunity for anyone wishing to enjoy the activity of the souks, the
alleyways of shops within the historic part of Tunis. Your farewell dinner will be in a
very special restaurant, joined by Tunisians who will in many cases, have shared
interests. Overnight in Tunis. (B, D)

Tunis Market

Day 12 Tunis departure
Tuesday, March 23

Morning transfer to the airport for your departure flight to the US via AF 1685 to Paris at 9:05AM, connecting with
AFO006 in Paris at 1:30PM, arriving at 4:45PM. (B)



Hotels for Alumni Group:

Tunis: Golden Tulip 5* (nights of March 13 & 14)

Located in the suburbs of Tunis, some 20 minutes from the heart of the city, the Golden Tulip is a deluxe
hotel with beautiful interiors, spacious rooms, several restaurants, fitness club and architecturally, very
attractive. Near the ocean and many nice suburban dining areas, the hotel is not on the water, but on a hill
overlooking the sea, five minutes from the ocean.
http://www.goldentulip.com/Propertylnformation.aspx?PropCode=GT;29563&Sho

wLanguage=EN

Tabarka: Iberostar Tabarka Beach 5* (night of March 15)

Opened in the summer of 2007, this hotel's contemporary interiors and beautifully appointed rooms and
common areas bring a new level of hotel to Tabarka. A major emphasis is the Thalasso Therapy center
which is state-of-the art with extensive facilities. For visiting the northwest and combining five star
amenities, the Iberostar is a welcome addition.

http://www.iberostar.com/EN/virtual-visit.html

Hammamet: Hasdrubal Thalasso 5* (night of March 16)

A beautiful all-suite hotel, relatively new and well run, with four excellent restaurants and first-class spa
facilities, all on an ocean setting. A member of the “Leading Hotels of the World”.
http://www.hasdrubal-thalassa.com/en/hammamet/page.aspx?id=182

Sousse: Hasdrubal in Port el Kantoui 5* (night of March 17)

Seaside resort hotel. Among the primarily mega size hotels in Sousse, this is one of the medium size hotels
run by a very good Tunisian company.

http://www.hasdrubal-hotel.com/english/kantaoui/presentation.asp

Tozeur: Dar Cherait 5* (nights of March 18 & 19)

For Tunisian standards, on the smaller size, relative to the Tunisian tendency to have LARGE hotels.
Beautiful architecture, tiled walls and interiors that reflect Tunisian design and handicrafts. Nice pool and
Turkish bath are among the amenities. Very nice buffet restaurant. Great location.
http://www.darcherait.com.tn/acceuil.htm

Jerba: Radisson 5* (nights of March 20 & 21)

Opened in 2006, the Radisson brings another option for those wanting a deluxe hotel in Tunisia. With wireless
Internet, spa facilities, spacious rooms and numerous dining options along the seashore, the Radisson is a
welcome addition to the island of Jerba.

http://www.djerba.radissonsas.com

Tunis: The Palace Golden Yasmin (night of March 22)

Opened only a few years, this boutique hotel is in the heart of Tunis, on Avenue Bouguiba, the main street
in Tunis and just steps away from the medina, the historic heart of Tunis. Rooms are beautifully designed
with very nice interiors.

http://www.goldenyasmin.com/tunisia-palace/en/index.htm

Cost Includes:

¢ All touring, domestic flight, entrance fees, baggage handling and most meals, as indicated on the
itinerary with (B,L,D). Bottled water is included during group lunches and dinners. Wine and other
alcoholic drinks with meals are optional.

e Knowledgeable English speaking guide throughout.

e Price is based on double occupancy in deluxeffirst class hotels. Single supplements
apply. Airport transfers are included as a group or for individual arrivals.

In case of unforeseen circumstances, this itinerary may be altered.
Please call us to confirm the latest details.

CALL: 1-800-223-3855 EMAIL: info@giltravel.com www.qiltravel.com
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